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Colorado Department of Human Services, Supportive Housing and Homeless Programs Wins National Excellence Award 
Contact: Tracy D'Alanno of the SHHP, (303) 866-7361 or tracy.dalanno@state.co.us
WASHINGTON, Oct. 25 – The Colorado Department of Human Services, Supportive Housing and Homeless Programs (SHHP) has won a national award honoring superior assisted housing and community development programs. The SHHP won in the Program Innovation: Resident and Client Services category for the Project-Based Program for Mentally Ill Ex-Offenders.
The 2008 Award of Excellence comes from the National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO), and will be officially presented on Oct. 28 at NAHRO’s National Conference and Exhibition in San Antonio, Texas. The SHHP is one of 23 programs nationwide to receive the 2008 award, out of an original pool of 188 applicants.
More than 10 percent of those coming in and out of prisons are homeless in the months before and after their incarceration. However, ex-offenders with mental illness are twice as likely to experience homelessness. After receiving a Justice Assistance Grant, Larimer County began a Jail Diversion project, which provides intensive treatment, case management and supervision services to adult offenders with mental illness. The SHHP then set out to address the missing component of the project—access to affordable housing—by providing six Project-Based Vouchers (PBVs) to adult offenders with mental illness and/or substance abuse disorders who have a history of incarceration and are involved in the County's Diversion project. Since the inception of the PBV program, eight ex-offenders have been housed. The project has seen success in a decrease in the number of jail days served by housing participants – an estimated 789 days, a savings of $48,523 annually. The continuity of treatment and collaborative support from community leaders has helped make this project exceptionally successful.
"Dreams have become reality through commitment, passion and innovation of NAHRO professionals who are increasing opportunities in their communities," said NAHRO President Renée Rooker.  "Our Awards of Excellence program recognizes their accomplishments as the best across our nation and they are truly making a difference in communities and the people who live there."
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The National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO), established in 1933, is a membership organization of 21,700 housing and community development agencies and professionals throughout the United States whose mission is to create affordable housing and safe, viable communities that enhance the quality of life for all Americans, especially those of low- and moderate-income. NAHRO’s membership administers more than 3 million housing units for 7.6 million people.
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