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Housing Authority of the City of Colorado Springs Wins National Excellence Award 
Contact: Eugene Montoya of the Housing Authority of the City of Colorado Springs, (719) 387-6700 or edm@csha.us
WASHINGTON, Oct. 25 – The Housing Authority of the City of Colorado Springs (CSHA) has won a national award honoring superior assisted housing and community development programs. The CSHA won in the Project Design category for the Rio Grande Village Apartments.
The 2008 Award of Excellence comes from the National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO), and will be officially presented on Oct. 28 at NAHRO’s National Conference and Exhibition in San Antonio, Texas. The CSHA is one of 23 programs nationwide to receive the 2008 award, out of an original pool of 188 applicants.
The CSHA replaced an outdated, post-war 40-unit duplex rental with Rio Grande Village Apartments, an innovative five-plex design development that models a Victorian "great house" appearance and looks like a single-family dwelling from the exterior. The "great house" concept was devised to complement the surrounding neighborhood with its architectural style of large Victorian buildings. The five-unit, three-story structures are close to the street, with front porches and rear parking. The compact design makes room for 100 units on a site that previously held only 41. In order to create space and compatibility with existing structures adjacent to the site, one-story "cottage" type structures were designed to abut the neighboring houses. For the exteriors, stucco and cement board lapped siding were used to create a clean appearance and keep maintenance costs low. Each five-plex contains two one-bedroom apartments and three two-bedroom apartments, complete with private entrances, laundry facilities, and energy-efficient windows and appliances. Apartments are separated by concrete floors and sound walls to screen out neighbor noise and provide energy efficiency. Reports show that winter-time gas and electric bills come in at less than two-thirds of the utility allowance for such units.
"Dreams have become reality through commitment, passion and innovation of NAHRO professionals who are increasing opportunities in their communities," said NAHRO President Renée Rooker.  "Our Awards of Excellence program recognizes their accomplishments as the best across our nation and they are truly making a difference in communities and the people who live there."
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The National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO), established in 1933, is a membership organization of 21,700 housing and community development agencies and professionals throughout the United States whose mission is to create affordable housing and safe, viable communities that enhance the quality of life for all Americans, especially those of low- and moderate-income. NAHRO’s membership administers more than 3 million housing units for 7.6 million people.
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