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Lakewood Housing Authority Wins National Excellence Award 
Contact: Ms. Sabrina Pierre-Louis of the Lakewood Housing Authority, (303) 987-7583 or sabpie@lakewood.org
WASHINGTON, Oct. 25 – The Lakewood (Colo.) Housing Authority (LHA) has won a national award honoring superior assisted housing and community development programs. The LHA won in the Project Design category for the Residences at Creekside.
The 2008 Award of Excellence comes from the National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO), and will be officially presented on Oct. 28 at NAHRO’s National Conference and Exhibition in San Antonio, Texas. The LHA is one of 23 programs nationwide to receive the 2008 award, out of an original pool of 188 applicants.
Responding to the need for housing units for low-income seniors in Lakewood, the Residences at Creekside project adds 118 units of affordable housing in a six-story "green" building. The project is a freestanding, six-story concrete and steel building over a parking structure, and includes 85 one-bedroom units, 28 two-bedroom units and five studio apartments. The interior of the building showcases rich earth tones, which complement the art objects and paintings throughout the common spaces. There are many niches throughout the building where residents can curl up in a chair and enjoy the sun through the floor-to-ceiling windows. Residents can also take advantage of high speed internet, a community garden, laundry facilities, a fitness center, a hair salon, and an outdoor walking path. Individual units are equipped with energy-efficient windows and appliances, balconies or patios, an abundance of windows, carpeting and mini-blinds. In order to keep the building green and lower utility costs, a 25,000-watt rooftop photovoltaic solar system was installed, along with a system that recaptures heat from wastewater. The Residences at Creekside is also close to public transportation, shopping, a park and a medical clinic.
"Dreams have become reality through commitment, passion and innovation of NAHRO professionals who are increasing opportunities in their communities," said NAHRO President Renée Rooker.  "Our Awards of Excellence program recognizes their accomplishments as the best across our nation and they are truly making a difference in communities and the people who live there."
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The National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO), established in 1933, is a membership organization of 21,700 housing and community development agencies and professionals throughout the United States whose mission is to create affordable housing and safe, viable communities that enhance the quality of life for all Americans, especially those of low- and moderate-income. NAHRO’s membership administers more than 3 million housing units for 7.6 million people.

630 Eye Street NW, Washington DC  20001-3736

(202) 289-3500    Toll Free 1 (877) 866-2476    Fax (202) 289-8181
nahro@nahro.org  Web: http://www.nahro.org

